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Drywall Scarce. . . Prices Up 


In addition to the shortage and price increases in insulating materials that have been 
current in recent months. . . serious shortages and price increases in gypsum wall board have 
been reported in a number of areas. The National Association of Home Builders reports that 
steady price increases and delivery problems have become common. 


The far West, generally... California, Indiana, and Ohio seem to be among the 
hardest hit...local distributors to those States have been cut from six carloads a week to 
two. Delays of from 4 to 8 weeks are anticipated in the immediate future. A Baltimore 
builder... who purchased 24 trailer loads last year. ..has had his orders refused three times 
this year. Buildeis are unable to obtain supplies from their usual sources... and as a result 
are using retail sources...at prices often 40 to 50 percent above what they had been 
paying...and facing delays in deliveries at the same time...with delays in housing 
production occurring in many instances. 


According to the NAHB report: 


It is hard to determine why the situation is what it is. There are no known strikes or 
plant breakdowns to account for the shortage. It is true that the near-2 million unit rate of 
production has put a strain on production and delivery schedules... but industry sources 
cannot explain the critical shortage. Even though they are working around the clock, 
manufacturers have had to make supplies available on an allocation basis. 


Seven gypsum producers. .. operating 67 plants... produce over 85 percent of U.S. 
wallboard. The plants are operating at 90 percent of capacity...and are turning out 
considerably more board than last year. 


From 1973 through 1976... wallboard prices increased a third. Just since February 
of 1977...the rise has been about 15 percent. ..and the increase was 23 percent from July 
1976 to July 1977. 
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FYI 


National Association of Home Builders... Convention and Exposition. . . Dallas, 
January 20-26. Details: NAHB Convention and Meetings Department, 15th & M Sts. N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20005. (202/452-0420). 


New York Management Center... 2-day Seminars: Understanding and Obtaining 
Federal Grants... New York City, January 25-26; San Francisco, February 6-7; New Orleans, 
February 15-16; Cleveland, March 6-7; Washington, D.C., April 3-4; Dallas, April 24-25; and 
Chicago, May 15-16. Details: Registrar, 14th Floor, N.Y. Management Center, 360 Lexington 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017 (212/953-7262). 





HAC Gets New Executive Director 


The Housing Assistance Council has selected Harold O. Wilson as its new Executive 
Director. . . it has been announced by Alvin Hirshen, President. 


Wilson, 41, has been the Director of Rural Housing Improvement, Inc., a statewide 
rural nonprofit housiig development organization in Massachusetts. He succeeds Gordon 
Cavanaugh as Director of HAC. Cavanaugh was appointed in May by President Jimmy Carter 
as Administrator of the Farmers Home Administration. 


HAC is a national nonprofit rural housing organization, federally funded to provide 
predevelopment loans, technical assistance, training, information, and research services to 
nonprofit and public housing organizations in small towns and rural areas. In addition to its 
Washington office...HAC maintains field offices in Atlanta, Albuquerque, and Mill Valley, 
Calitornia. 
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States Received $154.6 Billion in FY 75 


Total State government revenue from all sources increased 9.8 percent in 1975 over 
Fiscal 1974... to $154.6 billion. Expenditures increased 18.2 percent to $156.2 billion in 
Fiscal 1975...according to the Census Bureau. Individual States...according to the 
report... were affected in varying degrees by the conditions of inflation and recession 
prevailing during the 1975 Fiscal year. 


Taxes provided $80.2 billion...or 59.5 percent...of the total of State general 
revenue. State tax revenue was up 8 percent in 1975 from the 1974 total. Included in the 
tax revenue were general sales and gross receipts taxes which provided $24.8 billion, followed 
by the sales tax on motor fuel, $8.3 billion. Tobacco sales tax collections were $3.3 billion, 
taxes on alcoholic beverages totaled $2.0 billion, and motor vehicle license taxes, $3.7 
billion. The yield from individual income taxes, imposed by 44 States, totaled $18.8 
billion...up 10.2 percent from 1974. Corporation net income taxes amounted to $6.6 
billion in 1975... or 10.4 percent higher than the previous year. 


The 50 States continued to spend more for education than for any other function. In 
1975, they spent $54 billion or 15.3 percent more on education than in 1974. Expenditure 
for public welfare totaled $25.6 billion, an increase of $3 billion...and spending on 
highways rose 10.3 percent to $17.5 billion. Expenditure for hospitals rose 14.3 percent to 
total $7.1 billion in 1975. Benefit payments for State unemployment compensation increased 
from $4.7 billion in 1974 to $9.5 billion in 1975. 


Copies of the report, State Government Finances in 1975, GF75, No. 3, may be 
obtained for $1.40 from the Subscriber Services Section (Publications), Census Bureau, 
Washington, D.C. 20233. 


First Housing Authority Gets Minicomputer 


The first minicomputer installed in a Public Housing Authority in the United States 
has begun operation in Tampa. 


The $75,000 minicomputer. .. designed to generate more efficiency in the Agency’s 
rent billing and accounting services. ..is funded through a $1 million Demonstration Project 
Grant from HUD. The Institute for Housing Management Innovations. . . a subsidiary of Kent 
Watkins & Associates, Inc., of Miami. . . is directing the pilot program for HUD. 


Tampa is the first Local Housing Authority in the country to provide a central 
processing unit in the demonstration. Other agencies in California, Illinois, and Washington, 
D.C. are expected to test the minicomputer in coming months. The computer will be used in 
the areas of occupancy, tenant information, tenant accounting, general ledger, accounts 
payable, and maintenance scheduling. 





Plight of Cities Not New 


A newly-published book...7he History of American City Government, 
1775-1870... states that the problems of American cities. . . pollution, crime, riots, a lack of 
planning, inadequate public transportation, and others...are very bad. But they are not 
new... and they were worse in ‘the good old days.’ 


The book is based on studies by Dr. Charles Adrian, a political science professor at 
the University of California (Riverside) and Ernest Griffith of the Library of Congress. 


Some of the findings of the two studies. .. which took 20 years to complete: 


e Pollution from automobiles is bad... but there was a lot of pollution from horses 
and other animalsin the 19th century. 


e Most cities had their own slaughterhouses a century ago, and they were careless in 
the way they disposed of animal remains and similar things. Furthe-more...there were few 
or no sewerage disposal facilities. And there were odors. 


e Water pollution was a serious problem. They knew that water could be polluted 
... but they didn’t know how it happened... or what to do about it. 


While people like to talk about ‘the good old days,’ many cities were filthier in the 
1800’s than today. Also...communicable diseases were a major concern. And medical 
science was not as advanced as today. Smallpox, yellow fever, malaria, cholera, and typhoid 
were all rampant. And “‘while people weren’t being killed by cars, they were often killed or 
maimed by runaway horses.” 


Mugging, as we know it today, was far less common than now... but it did 
exist... and pickpockets were very skilled. 


Also...from the 1830’s on...there were a goodly number of summer riots. The 
reasons were different then than now...not caused by racial difference... but mostly by 
ethnic differences. Rural residents moved to the cities. They were Anglo-Saxon Protestants, 
but they encountered largely Catholic immigrants from abroad...and many of the immi- 
grants spoke a foreign language. There was fear that the immigrants would take over control 
of the cities. 


The first race riot in the U.S. occurred in Philadelphia in 1828. There were hassles in 
the 1840’s and 1850’s over such things as whether Irish immigrants should be allowed to 
take certain jobs... including that of policemen. The same thing happened 100 years later 
with blacks. 


Planning of cities and neighborhoods was in the hands of land speculators and real 
estate developers. .. who were interested only in profit. .. not the public interest. 


Concludes Dr. Adrian: “The situations and problems haven’t changed much, but 
Americans can learn from the past, if they will.” 
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Publication Available 


Citizen Participation Certification for Community Development: A reader on the 
citizen participation process. Published by the National Association of Housing and Rede- 
velopment Officials. Designed to help localities meet various ‘certification’ requirements 
under the community development block grant program. Discusses current trends in citizen 
participation; the role of citizen participation in attracting financial resources and other 
forms of support to housing and community development programs, etc. Available from 
NAHRO, Suite 404, 2600 Virginia Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037. Price: 
$9.50... NAHRO Members: $6.00. NAHRO Publication No. N583. 





HUD Research Redirected 


Speaking to the Conference on Public Service Education of the National Association 
of Schools of Public Affairs and Education in Colorado Springs. ..HUD Assistant Secretary 
for Policy Development and Research Donna E. Shalala announced that HUD was redirecting 
its research program to schools and universities. Hitherto...HUD’s annual $50 million 
research grant program had been concentrated in private, profit-making research 
organizations. The new direction... Dr. Shalala said...is “expected to blaze new paths 
through the urban research jungle.” 


Stating that the state of urban research is not good...and that too much of it has 
been “a kind of unfocused data processing. . . with researchers not asking the right questions 
to make a genuine improvement in urban America,” she said, “Most urban research has been 
less than first class, less than useful, less than appropriately focused... and some downright 
foolish. Beginning now...HUD intends to stimulate focused, high quality, innovative urban 
research at universities and colleges all across the Nation.” 


In addition to redirecting its research project...HUD will also set up an annual 
fellowship program for 25 faculty members in political science, economics, and urban affairs. 
A third initiative will be the creation in Washington of a Center for Urban Policy 
Analysis. .. with participation by six area universities. The Center will be located at American 
Universitv. .. and five other local universities will be part of a consortium operating it. The 
Center will provide a neutral forum for discussion of Federal housing and urban policy 
...@ncourage academic study in these fields... and give HUD “a source of quick analysis 
and evaluation.” 


The other five universities: Catholic, Georgetown, Howard, George Washington, and 
the District of Columbia University. 


Supported by a $300,000 grant from HUD, the Center will concentrate on urban public 
finance and economic analysis, community preservation and development, housing assistance, 
and housing policy. Dr. Shalala called the Center ‘an important step in involving the 
community in its own growth and development.” 


The Center will operate during the first year of its existence as a pilot program under 
the supervision of an Advisory Board. 


Assistant Secretary for Administration, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development... Patricia Roberts Harris, Secretary...James C. Biller, Editor. 
Subscription rate $12.50 per year, domestic...$15.65 foreign. Address all 
communications regarding subscriptions, change of address, etc. to the Superintendent 
of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. The Secretary of HUD has determined that 
the publication of this periodical is necessary in the transaction of the public business 
required by law of this Department. Use of funds for printing this periodical has been 
HUD-318-313-ASI approved by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget through 
January 2, 1978 September 30, 1979. 
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